
Mini Grant Summaries 2018-2019 

Lawrence Brook Elementary School - The Gift of Being Heard 
Maryann Hyatt, Christine Chinchar, Colleen Cwiek and Amanda Chedid 
Two  Qballs, wireless microphones made of light durable foam, will be purchased for 
use in the first grade classrooms at Lawrence Brook.  While some students in the first 
grade are comfortable talking in front of their teachers and classmates, some are still 
finding their voices.  It can be a source of tremendous anxiety.  With the Qball, having 
your voice be heard is fun and exciting.  Putting a playful spin on what some students 
try to avoid now can make them look forward to this aspect of class each and every day! 
 
Churchill Junior High School - Black Violin 
Kimberly Wells, Lea Williams, Robert Sampson and Lauren LeClair 
Students of STRIDE (Students Taking Responsibility for Independence, Diversity and 
Education) will embark on a trip to the State Theater in New Brunswick where they will 
see a performance of Black Violins.  Black Violins is a performance of classical music 
incorporating elements of hip-hop.  It offers positive messages about working hard, 
believing in yourself and pursuing your dreams.  This will provide an opportunity for our 
students to see positive African-American role models in the world of music and theater, 
enlightening the students to positive future choices in the fields of study that they may 
never have considered for themselves. 
 
Central Elementary School - Yoga in the Classroom 
Kathleen Vargas 
The goal of this grant is to use yoga to create a positive, mindful classroom, in which 
students use mindfulness and self-regulation strategies to improve their behavior and 
academic performance.  Funds from this grant will be used to purchase an affordable 
yoga training program provided by Yoga Foster, as well as materials to implement yoga.  
Equipment will include Yoga mats and storage, Weighted Bears by Fun and Function, 
Yoga 4 Classrooms Activity Card Deck and Yoga books by Mariam Gates. 
 
Churchill Junior High School - Apple TV and Mirroring Devices to Increase 
Student Engagement and Collaboration (Future Ready) 
Alexia DeLuca 
With this grant, an Apple TV, an iPad Pro and supplies will be purchased for eighth and 
ninth grade Geometry w/Trigonometry Honors classes at Churchill.  In these 
classrooms, there is an emphasis on problem solving and truly understanding the 
theorems and their answers as opposed to simply memorizing formulas.  Having Apple 
TV in the classroom enables the class to be “Future Ready”.  Students’ work can be 
projected onto the screen, enabling them to share and collaborate with each other.  The 
teacher will be able to hold a Skype Classroom with another classroom or with industry 
experts, exposing students to different styles and views. 
 
Lawrence Brook Elementary School - “Budding” Botanists of LBS 
Tara Corcoran-Clark, Carly Ponzio, JoAnn Peterson, Meredith Ascher and Denise 
Mariski 
Children learn a considerable amount by observing their natural world.  This grant will 
enable the third graders at Lawrence Brook School to become “Budding Botanists.”  
The students will collect and identify plants in their immediate community to foster a 
lifetime love of plants and an appreciation of the natural world.  They will investigate the 
types of plants they find, conduct research using a variety of resources, answer critical 



   

thinking questions, and use the information to role play the job of a botanist.  A 
BestNest Nature Press, hardcover blank books, and frames will be purchased for each 
classroom to display their finds as well as a MicroFleur Microwave Max Flower Kit to be 
used by the entire grade. 
 
Central Elementary School - Extend Our Learning with an Amazon Alexa:  Echo 
Christine Maia, Christine Smith, Kelley Desmond and Jessica Duda 
The Alexa is a simple technological tool that will absolutely fascinate first grade students 
at Central and motivate them to be active players in their own education.  Alexa will also 
help students develop the auditory listing skills that they will need to be successful in 
their education.  Students can play mental math puzzles with Alexa, which is a feature 
that provides a series of number patterns and asks students to provide the next number 
in the sequence.  The possibilities are limitless. 
 
Central Elementary School - Here is the News:  We Need the Support of 
Chromebooks! 
Shannon Keely 
In partnership with Donorschoose.org, Chromebooks, along with a storage cart, will be 
purchased for the third grade classrooms at Central School.  The goal of the grant is to 
provide more cross-curricular opportunities to enrich students with nonfiction and 

current event texts.  Chromebooks will give students the ability to utilize the school’s 

subscription to Newsela in their classroom, making it more accessible.   
 
East Brunswick High School - Listen Up, EBHS  
Marjorie LoPresti 
Clear audio communication is essential to any public or instructional event, for both 
organization and safety.  This grant helped to obtain a portable PA system, including 
speakers and microphones that are suitable for indoor and outdoor school events.  The 
system will be used for cross-curricular and co-curricular activities.  The Tri-M National 
Music Honors Society at East Brunswick High School hopes to work with the EBEF-SA 
to help all members of the East Brunswick community have an easier and more efficient 
time with the many events held at the High School.  More than 2,000 students will 
benefit from the PA system.  Its use will enhance activities such as Relay for Life, 
Outdoor AP Environmental Science learning experiences and playoff games and 
recognition events held on the athletic fields. 
 
Lawrence Brook Elementary School - Fractions Beyond Pizza 
JoAnn Peterson 
Funds from this grant will purchase FracTrac for second and third grade students at 
Lawrence Brook.  The complex unit of fractions goes far beyond “a slice of pizza”.  
Today, students are expected to show different models that include number lines and 
sketches.  To truly understand the concept, they also learn how to give explanations 
that describe connections between different models.  FracTrac offers durable, color 
coded manipulatives that give students a hands-on approach to learning. 
 
Central Elementary School - Tangible Play with Osmo 
Liz Stankiewicz 
The Osmo Genius Kit opens doors for a 21st century learning experience integrated 
with language arts, mathematical practice, ingenuity and problem solving opportunities. 

http://donorschoose.org/


   

Oslo “tangible play” games and accessories will enhance the kindergarten curriculum 
and allow students to explore being creative and inventive through math, reading, 
science and social studies.  Students can engage in hands-on play beyond our iPad 
screens with Osmo’s reflective technology.  Oslo Coding Family will also be purchased 
for the classroom.  This package includes two different elementary school coding 
games that will enhance students’ problem solving and computer science skills.  
 
Memorial Elementary School - Communication in Any Form 
Julie Brain 
Signing Time Classroom Edition will be purchased for use at Memorial in a classroom 
teaching MultipliW Disabled students. The “classroom kit” will help facilitate language 
and increase communication and vocabulary. The lessons will be incorporated during 
academic “learning centers” and small group instruction.  In addition, students follow 
individualized schedules and sign language will be incorporated throughout their day.  
Along with being a language resource, the use of sign language will act as a bridge to 
verbalizations for non-verbal students. 
 
Churchill Junior High School - Color Up Class Discussions 
Melissa Grigal 
The ninth grade health curriculum at Churchill consists of important, valuable and 
sensitive topics about human sexuality and family life.  It is crucial that a safe and 
trusting environment be provided for students, where they can discuss topics such as 
sexual assault, dating relationships and sexual decision making.  Students work in small 
groups to participate and interact with their peers.  This grant will purchase a class set 
of 30 small Whiteboards and 8 large Whiteboards.  These boards will be used during 
discussions to help streamline the presentation of students’ ideas to the whole class.  
White boards will replace large poster paper, making it easier for students to get 
involved in classroom activities. 
 
 
Churchill Junior High School - Smart Scores, SmartMusic, and SmartBoards: 
Bringing Musical Notion to Life for Orchestra Students 
Sarah Donatelli 
This grant will provide an iPad, Apple Pencil, Apple TV and other accessories to the 
eighth and ninth grade orchestra at Churchill.  The Music Department, for years, has 
used Smartmusic software, a tool used daily by orchestra teachers to help students 
learn new repertoire, develop proper practice strategies, and improve essential skills of 
musicianship.  This grant will allow orchestra teachers at Churchill to fully incorporate 
these existing classroom technologies while adding new visual elements that will 
dramatically improve the quality of daily rehearsal time for orchestra students.  It will 
also contribute to the district’s goal of being recognized as “Future Ready” for years to 
come.  Currently, students’ visual experience of a given score is limited to printed pages 
on a musical stand, which isolate their parts from the rest of the orchestra.  The iPad 
and Apple TV, paired with the existing Smartboard, will allow teachers to highlight 
different sections of the score, write in helpful tips, including directions for finger 
placement, phrasing, and dynamics. 
 
 



   

Churchill Junior High School - Rock On!  Exploration and Performance of 
Contemporary Orchestra and Chorus Repertoire 
Anna Braun, Jami De Siena and Sarah Donatelli 
Funding from this grant will purchase new sheet music written specifically for combined 
orchestra and chorus.  The first ever CJHS Orchestra Pops Concert was held in 2011 
and consisted of 135 orchestra students.  The Pops Concert has evolved from an 
orchestra-only event to a massive 320 musician combined Chorus and Orchestra 
extravaganza!  With student input regarding what songs are currently popular and what 
students would like to perform at future Pops Concerts, a list was complied of 
contemporary repertoire to be added to the CJHS music library.   
 
Central Elementary School - Cafe 304 
Ariella Fekete 
Fourth and fifth grade students at Central will be serving baked goods and coffee to 
teachers at Cafe 304.  Motivating students to complete their work is at times 
challenging.  They become frustrated with the need to repeat certain concepts and 
many of them lack self-confidence in the classroom.  During the extended school year 
this past summer, students took a different approach to learning.  The classroom was 
turned into a restaurant!  Each student had a job that was vital to the restaurant’s 
success.   This grant will make the restaurant a reality.  Small appliances and food 
items will be purchased for Cafe 304.  Students will also embark on a field trip to Red 
Lobster, where they will be given a kitchen tour and have the opportunity to see the 
inner workings of the restaurant and even do some baking!  This program will be cross-
curricular.  The writing unit will include creating recipe books and writing persuasive 
essays and advertisements.  During the math unit, students will calculate costs, keep 
track of inventory, learn to graph and make change when purchases are made.  
Students will constantly be working on their communication and social skills while 
learning the importance of customer service and how it relates to the success of a 
business. 
 
Churchill Junior High School - Instrumentum Musicum:  Enriching the Choral 
Experience with Cultural Percussion 
Jami De Siena 
A multicultural percussion suite, to include a cabana, shaker, tambourine, claves, 
cowbell, agogo gong and djembe drum, will be purchased for the CJHS Choral 
Department.  Performing multicultural music is one of the main goals of the program.  
Many of the ethnic songs that are taught in the curriculum have various percussion 
parts that can be played to enhance the authenticity of the performance.  During 
Churchill’s Winter Concert, cultural pieces such as “Veni, Veni Emmanual”, “Shiru 
L’Adonai”, and “Betelehemu” will be performed.  By having the correct instruments, 
students learn to become familiar with and preserve cultural history.  Students look 
forward to the cultural pieces that pop up in their folders each semester and are always 
excited to see what type of language they will sing next and where the song originates 
from.  The percussion instruments procured from this grant will enhance the Choral 
music program for years to come as they would be used every semester with new 
musical repertoire. 
 
 
 



   

Churchill Junior High School - We Need Diverse Books 
Kyle LaForge 
East Brunswick schools are widely celebrated for being diverse in nature.  Students 
should be provided texts written by authors and featuring characters that represent 
diversity. The proposed texts will be used in conjunction with the curriculum texts To Kill 
a Mockingbird and The Secret Life of Bees in a book club setting.  While the whole 
class works through excerpts from the aforementioned curriculum texts, student will 
work in small groups to read and examine how contemporary characters and authors 
face many of the same challenges of those depicted by Harper Lee and Monk Kidd’s 
works.  The goal of this grant is for students to not only read about characters who 
share the same background and beliefs as themselves, but build empathy for the 
diverse cultures and people they will meet and interact with in East Brunswick and 
beyond. 
 
Bowne-Munro Elementary School and Warnsdorfer Elementary School - New and 
Inventive Speech and Language Materials 
Heather Cronk 
Funding from this grant will add to the catalogue of materials used by the Speech-
Language Specialist at Bowne-Munro and Warnsdorfer.  The speech and language 
materials selected are backed by evidence based practice and are well-known in the 
field of speech pathology to increase the accuracy and rate in which students progress.  
By building these skills, students will be better able to access the curriculum and 
advance further in their academic careers.  Materials being purchased include Arctic 
Chipper Chat, Auditory Adventures, the Oral and Nasal Listener, Fluency River, Go for 
the Dough, What Do You Say…What Do You Do…At School?, and Phonological 
Awareness Chipper Chat.  By adding these materials, students will be able to foster 
greater social success and increase their ability to communicate more efficiently.  
 
Churchill Junior High School - Musical Infusion!  “The Power of Music to Impact 
ALL” 
Michelle Linder 
This grant will help acquire equipment and music that will enable “The Power of Music 
to Impact ALL”.  While students enrolled in the band program have always performed at 
annual concerts for parents and community members, it has only been in recent years 
that they have taken their music beyond the walls of the classroom by performing at pep 
rallies and the first ever Jazz Cafe.  Through the continuation of these performances 
and by adding even more musical events within the school building, no student will be 
able to pass through the halls of Churchill Junior High School without music having 
some sort of impact on their life during their time in the building.  This year, in addition to 
pep rallies and the Jazz Cafe, students will be “Caroling in the Hallways” on the day 
before winter break.  To enhance this program, the department will purchase a Gretsch 
Drum Set, an Electric Bass, music for Jazz Cafe, Pep Band music and Holiday Carols 
for Hallway Caroling.  Musical experiences stimulate many areas of our brain in a 
positive way just through the activity of listening.  Infusing music into our hallways, our 
gym and cafeteria at Churchill can only have a positive, long-lasting effect on the entire 
student body. 
 
 
 



   

Central Elementary School - Audio Technology:  Please Turn Up the Music! 
Eileen Mann 
The primary goal of this grant is to improve the sound quality of music that is shared in 
General Music classes and Chorus rehearsals at Central Elementary School.  Students 
will also be able to reasonably share technological devices across all grade levels.  
Wired headphones, combined with audio splitter technology, would allow all students to 
work in partnerships so they can listen critically to a piece of music, audio file, or 
historical piece.  Additionally, the use of a Bluetooth speaker, doubling as a portable 
music source and PA system, would allow music to travel outside the classroom and 
into any school-wide event.  Lastly, computer speakers would enhance student 
engagement with SmartBoard presentation slides that contain embedded audio.  This 
project will enhance the curriculum by allowing students to cement their understanding 
of musical history, dance genre achievements, famous orchestral and folk compositions 
and more.  Technique regarding breath control, expression, articulation, dynamics, 
tempo and phrasing will be reinforced through listening activities that can easily be 
achieved with new audio technology. 
 
Memorial Elementary School - Headphone Heroes 
Rachel Thomas, Leah Clements, Daishana Kemp-Jackson, Jessica Raab and 
AnnMarie Affinito 
With this grant, headphones will be acquired for use in the first grade classrooms at 
Memorial.  The headsets will be incorporated into center activities as well as iPad and 
Chromebook Centers which occur in the classroom daily.  Memorial’s first grade heroes 
will be using their headphones for early learning apps, educational programs and 
language learning.  This technology offers every child the opportunity to learn at their 
own pace and they will benefit from being able to interact and participate in activities 
that are comfortable for them.  For many students, omitting surrounding noise while 
using headphones will help them better focus on the task before them.  During reading, 
the use of headsets accommodates the multitude of student reading levels.  In addition, 
listening to a story through headphones supports fluency, word recognition and 
improves overall comprehension while using their auditory skills.  The arrival of the 
headphones will assist with more differentiated activities for students and accommodate 
the varying needs of young learners. 
 

East Brunswick High School - Going Pro to Know the Score 
Brian Toth and Arvin Gopal 
With this grant, the instrumental music faculty at EBHS will purchase two iPad Pros with 
covers, two Apple Pencils, and Apple TV and other peripheral devices to fully connect 
the new tech to the classroom.  Students currently learn to perform complex musical 
scores, some containing upwards of 20 unique parts, by reading only their own parts.  
Through the addition of Apple technology, students could fully immerse themselves in 
the study of complex musical scores!  Apple TV will be used to project full scores on the 
board at the front of the room.  Providing students contact with all the music at once can 
draw them into a lesson more fully, while also increasing accessibility for visual 
learners.  An iPad will make zooming in to highlight specific content and back out to 
reveal context effortless for teacher and student alike.  Music will be shared with over 
300 students in Band and Orchestra on a daily basis and the process becomes infinitely 
easier with the benefits of iPad technology.  
 



   

East Brunswick High School - Rocking Out with the EBHS Orchestra Program 
Arvin Gopal 
The goal of this grant is to expose EBHS Orchestra students to the world of alternative 
string playing.  This would be accomplished by working directly with renowned violinist 
Joe Deninzon.  His original compositions have electrified audiences throughout the 
United States, and he is a pioneer in the world of alternative string playing.  A program 
consisting of original compositions for string orchestra, plus electric violin, guitar and 
drums would be presented at the annual EBHS Orchestra Family Concert.  Mr. 
Deninzon will also be visiting EBHS on a regular basis to work with students on 
improvising and other non-traditional string techniques that are typically not covered in 
the curriculum.  
 
Churchill Junior High School - Spanish Reading Project 
Rubiela Diaz Villamizar 
With this grant, copies of Pasando Paginas by Sonia Sotomayor will be purchased for 
eight and ninth grade Spanish students at CJHS.  While improving vocabulary and 
fluency of the Spanish language, students will also become familiar with new aspects of 
the Hispanic culture.  Students will read in pairs and discuss topics found within the 
storybook.  At the end of the unit, students will present an artful poster and through “role 
play”, they will convey new aspects of the culture that they have learned. 
 
 
 
 


